
USS BELLE GROVE–EPPING FOREST 

NEWSLETTER 
 

Issue #111                                                            _______                                   __February 2022 

1 

 

BOSTON REUNION 2022 
 

On behalf of Kathy, Sheila and I, we 
would like to welcome you to the historic 
city of Boston, MA. There is so much to 
see in the city of Boston and the 
surrounding area that it would be 
impossible to cover it all in the three days 
that we have scheduled events. We hope 
you enjoy your stay and take in all this 
great area that our country has to offer. 
We have left Friday a free day so you can 
go to places that we have not seen or that 
you would like to visit on your own.  
 

 
  
Some of the places we will be visiting will 
be the city of Boston itself.  Boston is a 
very historic city where a lot of our 
forefathers lived and were part of the 
forming of this Great Country that we now 
live in. Some of the notable people are 

John Hancock who has two buildings 
name after him, John Adams and his son 
John Quincy Adams whom the city of 
Quincy is named after. Paul Revere who 
made that famous ride to alert the 
outlying towns that the British are coming 
and Sam Adams who has a brewery 
named after him. These people were 
members of a group called the Sons of 
Liberty who also fought for our freedom 
from British Rule. 
 
In the modern era we are proud to call 
John F. Kennedy a son of Boston. He 
was a man of great vision and could see 
our country do great things in the world. 
Two of his greatest accomplishments are 
the Peace Corp and the start of the 
Space Program, he wanted us to put a 
man on the moon but never lived to see 
it accomplished. We plan to visit his 
Presidential Library and learn more about 
this President that had his life cut short in 
Dallas, TX. Remember we visited the 
Book Depository during our reunion in 
2017 where Lee Harvey Oswald shot and 
killed President Kennedy. 

Enjoy your stay and thank you one and 
all for joining us in helping make this 
reunion a success. 

 

 
President     Fred Reck  Fedreck3@hotmail.com  503-440-9569 
Chaplin        Derrell Ridings  msr@windstream.net  501-728-4323 
VP      John Ellis  Ellisbhs57@suddenlink.net  870-834-8900  
Ship’s Store  Lester Maudlin jmaudlin@msn.com   515-778-3917 
Treasurer/Sec.    John Vice  speedbal@cox.net  337-577-4343 
Master of     Russ Pillion rpillion@comcast.net  603-887-3222 
Ceremonies  
Newsletter  Marilynn Kesslar mkesslar@att.net   713-210-9111 
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USS BELLE GROVE/USS EPPING FOREST 2022 REUNION 

2022 REUNION RESERVATION INFORMATION 

Monday July 18, 2022 – Saturday July 23, 2022 

PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED BY June 1, 2022 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

7-18 Monday:  Check-in and Registration 

Hospitality Beverage and Snack Charge due with registration (regardless of arrival date) 

                                       Adults #________ @ $10.00 = $ _______________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

7-19 Tuesday:  Duck Boat Tour (Handicap Accessible), Faneuil Hall/Quincey Market, lunch on  

your own. Charlestown Navy Yard, USS Constitution, USS Cassin Young DD793, USS Constitution  

Museum.           Adult #________________@ $56.00 = $________ 

       Children (under 18) #____@ $30.00 = $________ 
______ _____________________________________________________________________________ 
7–20 Wednesday: John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum/Edward M. Kennedy  

Institute, lunch on your own.    Adults #_______________@ $43.00 = $________  

       Children # ________ No Charge            

________________________________________________ ____________________________ 
7-21 Thursday: Salem (Witch City) Trolley Tour, lunch on your own, Rockport 
                                                                        Adults #_____________ @ $33.00 = $_________ 
       Children # _______ No Charge 
___________________________________________________________________________________                      
7-22 Friday: On your own to visit all the Historic locations in and around Boston.  
           Free Shuttles provided by hotel (5 mile radius) (tips only).    
           7:00PM - Auction                                                        
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
7-23 Saturday: Business Meeting / Raffle after Business Meeting 

   Pictures @ 5:00PM  

   Banquet @ 6:00PM– New England Buffet, Clam Chowder, Salad,  

  Rolls & Butter, Baked Scrod, Chicken Tenders, Steak Tips, Mac & Cheese and 

  Vegetables. Chef’s choice for Dessert. 

                                                                       Cash Bar/Adults #______ @ $32.00 = $_______ 

          Children (under 12) # ___ @ $16.00 = $ ______ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Date of Arrival_______________   Check #___________       Total   $________________ 
 
Name______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Make Checks Payable to:  Russ Pillion BG Reunion 2022

         

Mail to:                    1 Golden Eye Circle 

                      Chester, NH 03036 

 

Any questions, please contact Russ at 

rpillion@comcast.net; 603-887-3222 

 

mailto:rpillion@comcast.net
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Courtyard by Marriott Boston/Woburn North 

 

700 Unicorn Park Drive, Woburn, MA 01901 

 

Phone:  781-938-9001 Contact hotel directly for reservation no later than June 1, 

2022. 

 

Reference:  USS Belle Grove Reunion 2022 

 

Rooms are $139.00 per night plus tax.  Room rates will be held until June 28, 

2022.  Room rate includes a breakfast buffet set up outside Hospitality Room. 
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CHARLESTON NAVY 

YARD 

QUINCY MARKET 

EDWARD 

KENNEDY 

INSTITUTE 

SALEM WITCH TOUR 

https://cheersboston.com/
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NOW HEAR THIS: 

 I hope all has been well with each of 

you this past year (I know that it has 

been a struggle with Covid) and will 

all be able to attend in July the 2022 

USS Belle Grove-USS-Epping Forest 

Reunion in Boston.  It is always great 

to see all the ol’ faces and the 

opportunity to welcome first timers as 

well as to welcome back those who 

have not attended the reunion for 

some time.  I know twice by 

experience it is a tremendous 

undertaking to host the reunion. We 

can honor them and shipmates who 

are no longer with us by attending if 

we are so capable.  God willing and 

the creek don’t rise, see you all in July 

in beautiful Boston! 

 

 I found this article in a local flyer.  

Thought it had some good advice for 

New Year’s Resolutions: 

 
o I resolve to reconnect with an 

old friend.  Call someone you 

have not seen in person since the 

beginning of COVID and book a 

lunch date.  Get it on the calendar. 

o I resolve to be someone’s 

sunshine on a gray day.  Reach 

out to an older adult or a single 

person by sharing a pot of 

homemade soup.  Divide the soup 

into individual microwavable 

containers and add a loaf of 

homemade bread.  Deliver with a 

warm heart and a big smile. 

o I resolve to use the internet 

wisely.  Before you post or share 

anything online, ask yourself some 

important questions.  Is  
it true?  Have you verified the source?  

Is it kind and encouraging?  

 

 Frieda White celebrated her 90th birthday 

September 25, 2021 at a reception at 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 

Saints in Modesto, CA.  We all wish her 

a very Happy Birthday. 

 

 Mary Smith has been working on the 

2023 Reunion in Long Beach, California 

to be held July 23 – 29, 2023.  Some of 

her ideas include Catalina Island, USS 

Iowa ship and museum, Hollywood, 

Universal Studios.  More information to 

follow at the Boston Reunion. 

 

 Jake Griego had the honor of playing the 

National Anthem at the Denver Nuggets 

basketball 

game 

November 14 

at the Ball 

Arena in 

Denver CO.  

Marie said 

that the crowd 

was 

unbelievable 

in their 

cheering and 

support.  He 

“brought the house down”!  What a 

memory – Congratulations!  
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Lieutenant Commander 

Billings is a native of 

Washington, DC and 

commissioned in 2009 from 

the United States Merchant 

Marine Academy in Kings 

Point, NY where he earned a 

Bachelor of Science degree 

in Marine Transportation and a license as a 

Third Mate of Steam and Motor Vessels upon 

Oceans. 

  

He has served at sea as the Electrical Officer 

and First Lieutenant in USS FITZGERALD (DDG 

62), the Fire Control Officer in USS LASSEN 

(DDG 82), and the C5I Officer in USS BARRY 

(DDG 52), all forward deployed to Yokosuka, 

Japan. In August 2019 he reported to USS 

CHIEF (MCM 14) forward deployed to Sasebo, 

Japan as the Executive Officer. 

  

LCDR Billings assumed command of USS 

CHIEF on 03 May 2021. 

  

An Olmsted Scholar, he studied Mandarin 

Chinese at DLI-East in Washington, DC and 

spent two years living in Shanghai, China where 

he studied at Fudan University and earned a 

Master of Law degree in International Politics. 

He has also served as a member of the U.S. 

Naval Institute’s Editorial Board. 

Lieutenant Commander Billings is the grandson 

of Lt. James Billings — USS Epping Forest.  

Thank you, Kevin Billings (EP), for providing the 

article.   

I thought since the weather is so cold, you might 

want to try a pot of hot soup… and since we are 

the Navy what is more appropriate? 

OLD FASHIONED NAVY BEAN SOUP 

5 hrs. cooking time.  Serves 8  312 calories 

Ingredients 

1 pound dried navy beans 
1 ham bone, excess fat trimmed 
12 cups water 
2 bay leaves 
2 medium celery stalks, sliced 
3 medium carrots, peeled and sliced 
1 medium onion, diced 
salt and black pepper to taste 
 

Directions 

Pick over the navy beans and soak in water 
overnight. Rinse and drain. 
 
Combine the soaked beans, ham bone, 
water, and bay leaves in a Dutch oven. 
Bring to a boil over high heat. Skim any 
accumulated foam from the surface. 
 
Reduce the heat to a simmer and cook for 
1 1/2 hours or until the beans are very 
tender. 
 
Remove the ham bone from the soup. Let 
cool. When cool enough to handle, cut off 
any meat. 
 
Remove the bay leaves. Gently mash some 
of the beans in the pan (you can puree it if 
you prefer a smooth soup). Add the celery, 
carrots, onion, meat from the ham bone, 
and salt and pepper as desired. Let the 
soup simmer for another 20-30 minutes or 
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ROBERT APPICELLI – Robert passed away July 22nd, 2021 at the age of 85. He served 
his country faithfully in the US Naval Reserves for 38 years during the Vietnam era retiring 
as a Captain on October 1, 1991. 
 
 

 
ARDEN BROOKS – Arden passed away September 30, 2020 at the age 81. He served in the U.S. Navy 
from 1956-1962. He participated in Operation Hardtack in 1958. He also participated in the Seventh Fleet 
Operations off Quemoy and Matsu Islands and in the Taiwan Straits Crisis of 195. He was a lifetime 
member of the USS Belle Grove (LSD-2). 
 

LUIS G. CDEBACA MM3 – Louis passed away August 27, 2021 at the age of 96.  He was 
onboard from August 17, 1944 to October 7, 1945.  
 
 
 
 
ROBERT C. CRESSMAN, SR .– Robert passed away January 12, 2021 at the age of 94.   
Bob was a Navy veteran serving on the USS Belle Grove. 
   
 
 

 
JOE HARBISON - Joe passed away August 19, 2020 at the age of 78.  Joe 
enlisted in the United States Navy and honorably served his country aboard the 
USS Belle Grove LSD 2 as an EM2 Electrician. He would go on to serve four 
tours during the Vietnam War.   
 
 

JACK KURNAT – Jack passed away July 2, 2020 at 79 years of age.  He served his 
country in the U. S. Navy before and during the first year of Vietnam. 
 
 
 

 
JOHN MINE – John passed away May 28, 2021 at the age of 97. John served his country 
in the U.S. Navy in the Asiatic-Pacific Theater during World War II. He joined the New 
Orleans Police Department and retired after 25 years of service. He then became a U.S. 
Marshal and served for 23 years.  
 
 
KENNETH PICARD – Kenneth passed away September 24, 2019 at the age of 78.  He 
proudly served in the US Navy from 1958-1978. Served on Belle Grove 66 TO 68 

 
 

OUR SONS AND DAUGHTERS … 
JANICE MUTH – Janice passed away October 1, 2021 at 61 years of age.  Janice was the daughter of  
Joe Bledsoe – one of the original founders of the USS Belle Grove Reunions. 

MICHAEL WAYNE YELTON – Michael passed away January 25, 2019 at 61 years of age.  
He was the son of the late Bob and Pat Yelton – USSBG long time reunion attendees. 



 

 

 

U.S.S. BELLE GROVE LSD 2 ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED  

 

Marilynn Kesslar 

411 Jordan Farm Cir. 

Rockwall, TX. 75087 

Cell: 713-210-9111 

Email: mkesslar@att.net 

713-210-9111 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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DUES and Other Important Information 
To continue membership as a USS Belle Grove LSD2/Epping Forest Crew Member and receive the Newsletter 
 
Date Mailed: ____________ 
Please Print Name 
Name ____________________________ Spouse’s Name ____________________ 
Address _______________________________________ Ph #. ________________ 
City ______________________________, State ______ Zip Code _____________ 
Email Address: __________________ Do you want to receive Newsletter via email Y/N 

 
New Members: 
I served aboard the USS Belle Grove/EF from ____________, 19_____ to ___________, 19____ 
I was in ________________ Division.  My rank was _________________ 
 
Annual Dues - $10.00 July 15, 2021 to July 15, 2022 or Lifetime Membership - $75.00 
 
Here is a donation of $____    General fund or Special donation to ________________________ 
 
Make check payable to:  USS Belle Grove LSD-2 Association Inc. 
Mail to:   John Vice 
   104 E. Tampico St. 
   New Iberia, LA 70563 
   Email:  speedbal@cox.net 

 

mailto:mkesslar@att.net

